THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
to us forcibly/ he adds,1 'the significance and dangers
of the Mediterranean situation. Also, a new pre-
cariousness of our own position there, which has been
increased by our own short-sight/
He goes on to point out that the strain of main-
taining the Mediterranean route became felt in the
years before 1914. The growth of the German
Fleet in the North Sea made it difficult for us to
increase our strength there while maintaining it in
the Mediterranean. We found a compromise by an
arrangement with France. We concentrated our
strength in the North Sea at the expense of our forces
in the Mediterranean* And France vice versa.
This morally committed us. Captain Liddell Hart
goes on to point out, to safeguarding the northern
coasts of France against the German Navy. (An
interesting example of the way in which under the
pre-War system with no formal commitment we
nevertheless become 'entangled' and defensive isola-
tionism breaks down.) We only realised the full
effect of that commitment in the critical days of nego-
tiation at the end of July 1914.
Even more than our General Staff discussions, with
the French, it hampered our freedom of policy.
* From the report of a lecture delivered April 14, 1937.
The account reports 1 urn as remarking :
"The British habit of not looking far ahead has advantages. It
enables adaptability to circumstances. It is very disconcerting to
foreign designs. But it is also awkward for ourselves. It draws us
into many difficulties which might have been avoided. And into
them, unprepared to meet them. Not only politically but mili-
tarily.*
127